137.   SIR THOMAS MUNRO
Sir Thomas Munro was born at Glasgow in the month of May,
1761. In 1780, he took service under the East India Company at Madras.
At that time, the condition of the British in India was very precarious.
Hyder Ali was preparing to oust them. The English employees of the
Company were quarrelling among themselves. At this juncture, Munro
rendered valuable service.
After he had been engaged for five years in military campaigns, he
took up a civil post. He was appointed in the Revenue Department in
Berhampur Taluk. Like Sir Henry Lawrence, he also took full advantage
of this opportunity, and lived among the people. He was available to
them at all times. He used to -go out for walks with them, and listened
to the long tales of the poor peasants, their joys and sorrows. He used to
talk with the people unaccompanied by any clerk or peon, and lived a
very simple life. In one of his letters, he says : "Today I made my
porridge from wheat flour instead of oat meal, and tomorrow also, I do
not think I shall take anything besides plantains. I am at present con-
tinuously touring village after village, fixing the land revenue to be
collected from the ryots. I cannot think of doing anything else. I do
not get even an hour's respite for personal work. Even as I am writing
this, there are a dozen persons sitting beside me. They started coming in
at seven in the morning. It is now twelve. " In this way, Munro worked
for seven years in the districts, pleased the people and at the same time
put Government revenue on a sound basis. It was now that he
was entrusted with an even more responsible job. He was placed in
charge of the Kanara Taluk. Though the climate of the place was very
bad, he worked without any respite for 26 months out of a sense of
duty. Every day he spent as many as ten hours listening to the people's
grievances. He says how, living in a small tent, in the midst of the
people, he could win their hearts more easily than by living in a fine
bungalow by the seaside, and how they were becoming loyal subjects.
His bed consisted of a bamboo cot, a mattress and a pillow. As soon
as he got up in the morning, he came out and was occupied in talking
to the groups of people that were always there waiting for him. After
breakfast, he issued instructions to the men under him and attended to
the correspondence. Then he went to the office. He had tiffin at five in
the afternoon, and again he resumed work at eight o'clock, the discus-
sions, at times, going on till midnight. After he had dispensed peace
and happiness to the people in the Kanara Taluk, he was given a
more important post in the Nizam's territory. The people there had
been reduced to utter poverty by famines in previous years. Brigandage
and robbery were rampant, and bad characters had become all powerful.
By his courage and determination Munro raised the state to prosperity.